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f Easter — what’s it all about?

/ I write this message on March
,.\,L 21, 2007, the first day of spring,
@ ] after coming home from choir

rehearsal where we have been
practicing John Rutter’s Requiem. As a requiem, it is,
literally, a musical composition to honor the dead.
Death — requiem — Easter — spring — a strange
combination. As such, a requiem is a mourning song
and also a morning song — an aubade to the dawn of
new possibility.

As we all know, this strange confluence is at the
very heart of our Christian faith. Winter is the bridge
to spring, and death is the bridge to new life — for Jesus
and for us. Some of us believe that afterlife and
heaven are literal, and we all will die to life on earth,
only to reborn in heaven. Others of us protest that it is
only figurative, noting that opportunities for change
and growth only come as we loose ourselves from the
bonds of limiting preconceptions. We can get bollixed
up with arguments and protestations one way or the
other, but the pure and simple fact is that we do not
know and we cannot know until the time comes.

So the key question, it seems to me, is not what
happens to us when we die, but how we live in the
meanwhile. How do we live out Jesus’ admonition:
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break
in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

For me — and many others at ACC — we recognize
that character is more important than possessions and
that the measure of a person is not what he Aas but
what he gives. This was made so very clear during the
benefit concert for Child Shelter International. As
weeks of planning and busyness culminated in that one

FELICITATIONS

grand event, I watched in awe as one person after
another came forward to help. For me, all that effort
was worth it when I received an e-mail from one of our
new Prospect Sierra friends who thanked me and ACC
and said that we had restored her faith in those folks
who dedicate their lives to the church.

While the note was addressed to me, it surely
applies to all of the big-hearted and hard working
people at ACC. Please give yourselves a great big pat
on the back, for you truly have been agents of
Resurrection. For me, this is what Easter is about --
new life and new possibility right here and right now.
Hallelujah!

Blessings, Felicity
MEET NEW MEMBERS
Carlo Latasa and Kathy
Gowell Latasa will join us on
Easter Sunday.
m I Carlo was born and raised
~ in Southern California and has
lived in Bay Area for the past 8 years. He
graduated from Cal Poly and UCLA with a Masters
degree. He is an EE who has since moved in to
software development as a Sr. Java Engineer. Carlo
is an avid mountain biker and loves the outdoors.
When he's not a work or riding he can be found in
his workshop creating a beautiful piece of furniture
or remodeling parts of the house.

Kathy was born and raised in Winter Park
Florida and moved to San Francisco 14 years ago.
She is a Program/ Project Management
professional who thrives on the start-up
atmosphere. Kathy is focused on fitness and health
and loves the outdoors. When not working she can
be found in her studio painting, or helping Carlo
with home improvement projects. Carlo and Kathy
live in El Cerrito in their evolving home.




LOOKING AHEAD TO HOLY WEEK

Processional Service with Palms
April 1, 10:00am

Communion and Simple Meal
Maundy Thursday, April 5, 7:00pm

Sanctuary open for Meditation
Good Friday, April 6, 3:00pm-5:00pm

Tenebrae Service and Rutter’s Requiem Concert
Good Friday, April 6, 7:00pm

Sunrise Service
(by the Youth Hut)
Easter Sunday, April 8, 6:00am

Easter Festival Service
Easter Sunday, April 8, 10:00am

""Joy Dawned Again," is an Easter Worship
Special
on ABC-TV produced by the UCC.
Check your local listings for time and
channel.

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
denomination, the United Church of Christ has
produced "Joy Dawned Again," an Easter special
scheduled for broadcast on many ABC affiliates Easter
Eve or Easter Sunday. The 60-minute program depicts
a joyous worship service with a surprising liturgical
twist—a dramatic turn of events that poses thought-
provoking questions on how and why we celebrate
Easter.

Viewers can visit the "Joy Dawned Again" website
at www.UCC.org/joydawnedagain for the schedule,
which will be posted during Holy Week. The website
will also publish a free study guide to help viewers
explore the meaning of Easter—using the TV program
as the starting point for reflection. And beginning
Easter Sunday, the UCC's virtual community at
1.UCC.org (eye-dot-UCC) will host a discussion forum
where viewers can discuss the special and their own
feelings about Easter with the help of the study guide
author, the Rev. David Holden, and one of the
program's creators, the Rev. CIiff Aerie.

"Joy Dawned Again" was produced for the ABC-
TV network by the United Church of Christ in
partnership ~ with  the Interfaith  Broadcasting
Commission. It includes a welcoming message by
UCC General Minister and President John Thomas
honoring the UCC's 50 years of history.

m NEW DIGS AND NEW
POSSIBILITIES:
From Felicity
i Despite my innate skepticism, some

times things happen with such ease and
serendipity that the only apparent explanation is that
God must have had a hand in it. And this is exactly
what has happened with my new house.

As most of you know, I have thoroughly enjoyed
the condo that lay nestled between the golf course and
Wildcat Canyon. Sure, dealing with five rambunctious
puppies was a challenge — made more so when I
discovered hawks circling around the back patio
hoping for a tidy morsel. And then there was the time
when Kyrie chased off four coyotes — leaving her
puppies potentially orphaned and me in the hospital
with a heart attack. (Just joking.)

So, yes, I was thinking that it would nice to have a
place with a fenced yard before Kyrie had her next
litter next winter, but I had no plans on acting on it
until a friend suggested that we try to find a duplex
together. Well, to make a long story short, we found
such a place, and the negotiations with the seller and
the mortgage lender all fell into place with no hassles
whatsoever. My friend changed her mind, but by then
I was already “hooked” (and another friend has already
approached me about renting the lower unit). The
house is 3 ¥ miles north of the church, at 6040 Felix
Ave., in the Richmond Hills — just south of McBride
and east of the Arlington.

Then — as proof positive of God’s hand in my good
fortune — I realized I needed to sell my cute little blue
car so that I could make the mortgage payments. And
what do you know — another friend was selling a used
Toyota Celica for the right price! So now I can have a
convertible, eliminate my car payments, and have a
lovely house with a large fence yard, a large deck, and
great view.

So that’s it in a nutshell. I move on Tuesday, April
10 (two days after Easter), and can’t wait to share it
with you. In the meanwhile, I welcome your
contributions of good will, boxes, and bubble wrap!



LENTEN PSALMS OF PRAISE
During Week 3 of our Lenten

Souper Bible Study, participants
were asked to create hymn psalms
of praise. Thanks to the creativity
and faith of the participants, the
following hymn psalms were written to be shared with
the rest of the church community.

Praise God for the lofty mountains and life-giving
waters.

For unsoarable heights of fancy and possibility

For snows and torrents, for places unreachable

And the yearning to climb there

Praise God for lives well lived in joy and

Companionship, that we may be touched

By each other at the first and the last.

Praise God for leaving us fulfilled

And still wanting more.

Praise the Lord

For the season

For the blooming of flowers

For the sunshine bathing us

Praise the Lord, hallelujah

Praise God in New Life

For the Blessing of a newborn babe.

Praise God for the promise of knowing you, O God

Through the sacrament of baptism

We praise you for the gift of life.

All Praise our Creator God

From where the beauty of all places and people
comes forth

For this I give thanks to God.

Unending praise to the Lord, our God

Who’s love can be heard in the

Crashing of waves and seen in

The service of one brother to another.

We commit our spirits to that most High God.

New Address for Doris Williams

Doris Williams
Sunrise at Silver Creek
4855 San Felipe Road Room 111
San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 274-2907

You CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE
Allan Essex, Chair Christian Ed.

Our church staff has worked long and hard this
year to provide the church with a variety of new
programs which have succeeded in attracting hundreds
of new visitors into the church. Pastor Felicity and her
creative worship planning in a newly redecorated
sanctuary; Shanti Moorjani and
her Children’s Choir, Bell Choir,
Mini-Concert Series, and her
faithful Sunday choir singers and
their concerts; Michael Mansfield
and his theatrical leadership with
Shanti and others to produce Peace
Child, and other unique worship programs.  Good
opportunities for attracting new folks to COME AND
SAMPLE WHAT ARLINGTON CHURCH IS ALL
ABOUT.

The next step, of course, is building up a
committed membership of church support from those
hundred or so visitors. YOU CAN MAKE THE
DIFFERENCE. Now, the church staff will need
regular “run of the mill” lay leaders like you and me,
volunteering some time and enthusiasm to continue
programming for these new visitors.

FOR EXAMPLE: The Christian Education/Arts
Ministry Board needs the following good volunteers
for:

1) PEACE CHILD summer program August 13-
26: four daily volunteers to assist Shanti and
Michael as morning greeters for parents and
children, recording attendance, organizing and
handling supplies, serving snacks, general
monitoring, emergency readiness, etc.

2) CHILDREN/YOUTH GROUP STARTUP: two
volunteers to assist Pastor Felicity and Steve
Foss as they prepare a focus group of parents
and kids to explore starting a children/youth
program, and/or a Sunday School program.

3) CHILDCARE CORNER: two volunteers to
assist parents attending Sunday worship by
helping to host restless children in the Fireside
Room.

The (non-rocket-science) rewards of volunteering:

1) Visitors will look at you with respect.

2) Visitors will join the church membership
because they want to share the respect.
3) Children will remember you for a lifetime

because you gave them respect, freely, and with
a smile each morning.



ARTS EDUCATION MINISTRIES
Michael Mansfield

ACC Youth Dance-Theater for
Peace

Acting, Dancing, and Voice Training
for Ages 8-14

Bringing Grimm's Fairy Tales of Peace to Life
Singing, Acting, Dancing, and Puppet Show in May
Thursdays 5:30 - 7:00 PM

April 12, 19, and 26

ACC Circle Dance and Ballroom Dancing
Peacemaking by Learning How to Dance with Others
Polka? Rumba? Tango? Anyone?

Ballroom and Circle Dance Show in May

Thursdays 7:30 - 9:00 PM

April 12, 19, and 26

ACC Biblical Drama Troupe

Bringing "Scripts" to Life

Helping the Community Become Their Sacred Text
Palm/Passion and Easter Sundays April 1 and 8 at
10:00 AM

Good Friday April 6 at 7 PM

SUNDAY EVENING MUSIC AND MEDITATION
The evening service of meditation, with
music by Carolyn Margrete, will
continue on the First Sunday of the
month, 6::00pm

Music NOTES
Shanti
The Good Friday concert this
year will be on April 6 at 7:00pm.
the choir will sing the John Rutter
Requiem, a favorite work of the
choir over the years. Michael has graciously consented
to bringing his drama group to do a short Tenebrae
service before the Requiem is sung.

We have several musicians that will be assisting us
with the music; a cellist, a soprano, timpanist, and
oboist. If you feel moved to sponsor a musician, or
part of a musician, for our concert please let me know.
The average cost is about $100.00.

I would also like to invite anyone to have a name
printed in the program under the "In Memory of"
list. Please let me know or better yet, call Christy at the
church office to give her any name(s).

The next Mini concert is Friday, April 13. at 8:00.
The Backboard Pickers will be performing folk and
bluegrass music. Last year, a good time was had by all
that attended.

I am pleased with the turn out this spring for the
mini concerts.

On Palm Sunday and Easter you will hear the
handbells play and some of the children sing.

The choir will sing the beautiful Sanctus from the
"St. Cecilia Mass" by Gounod with Thomas Duden
as the tenor soloist.

LET’S GO

CAMPING!
Sara Laferte
It’s time to start

20

pong A thinking about the

outdoor life — creek-

"** »* walking,  swimming,
volleyball, =~ Mountain

Golf, barbecues, and campfires. Starting in May,
you’re welcome to come camping on the edge of
Austin Creek, in Sonoma County. A group of
Arlington Church families sponsor camping weekends
on their property from May through September each
year. We welcome campers of all ages. If you prefer
not to camp, why not plan a day trip? The driving time
is about two hours each way.

This campground is very civilized. It includes an
A-frame building with refrigerators, electricity, and
two bathrooms. Many of us sleep in tents outside; a
few people sleep in campers or vans. We cook
outdoors on propane stoves and eat at picnic tables
under the redwood trees.

The 2007 camping schedule will be available
sometime in April. We usually open the season early
in May (‘Woodcutters’ Weekend’), and then continue
with camping weekends on Memorial Day, Fourth of
July, and Labor Day, plus the closing weekend
(‘Farewell to Summer’) in late September. Sometimes
there are other camping weekends, as well. Look for
the brochure which describes the camping program and
the schedule in the Social Hall after worship later this
spring. If you have questions, feel free to ask Ron and
Susan Yourd or Randy and Sara Laferte.



TO THE ARLINGTON COMMUNITY CHURCH,
Suzy Grossman, President
Child Shelter International

that I was wunable to speak
coherently and thank all of you
and your wonderful community
for the benefit you held on behalf
of Child Shelter International on

St. Patrick’s Day.

Without all of you, your support, good wishes, and
helping hands, this event would not have happened at
all. Felicity has always told me what an amazing and
giving group of people you are, and now I have seen it

with my own eyes. The St. Patrick’s Day Benefit
raised almost $1800 for our organization—close to
what it costs to care for two children for a whole year
in the developing world. What a miracle! And, most
importantly, you have made Child Shelter International
known to the community now, which will surely bring
more help our way. We are such a small organization,
with no budget for marketing or solicitation. An event
like Saturday’s spreads the word in a way that is worth
millions.

There are many people whom I wish to thank for
their help in making this event a success. First and
foremost, thank you to Felicity for being the
organizing force behind it all and for introducing my
cause to all of you. Then I must thank those of you
who worked so hard behind the scenes to make it all
happen: Vi Gallardo, Janet Messman, and Ron Yourd
for HOURS on kitchen duty; Allan Gardiner for being
the sound technician and making that wonderful CD;
Helen Winters for manning the book table and giving
CSI the proceeds; Jim Young, Ilhami Karaca, Eloise
Schmidt, and Gail Green for their help preparing for
the event and manning the food and raffle ticket tables;
Christy Parks-Ramage, Jill Bryans, and Steve Foss for
helping with ongoing planning and logistics. I am sure
there are many more of you without whose support this
could not have happened. If I've omitted your names,

forgive me! Thank you and every member of the ACC
community so very much!

The business community of Kensington and
El Cerrito did their part too. Don’t forget to patronize
the local businesses who so generously donated prizes
for the raffle: Ajanta Restaurant, Arlington Wines, the
Bread Garden Bakery, the Cheese Board Collective,
Kensington Bistro, Inn Kensington, the Junket,
Peet’s Coffee, Semifreddi’s Bakery, Top Dog, Virginia
Bakery, White Magnolia Tai Chi and Young’s Market.
Thanks too to the vendors who participated in the
bazaar that day and donated a percentage of their
proceeds: Susan Ferrell, Jen Gripman, Jaima Roberts,
and Marie Sorenson.

I am especially grateful to Sara Van Dette from
Prospect Sierra School for her wonderful idea of
having a benefit concert for Child Shelter International
and her tireless efforts in coordinating the concert.
Then, of course, a special thank you to the children of
the Prospect Sierra School orchestras, John Kendall
Bailey, conductor of the middle school orchestra,
Shanti Moorjani and the Arlington Children’s Choir,
the ACC Bell Ringers, and Michael Mansfield and the
Arlington Youth Dance Theater. Their concert was the
centerpiece of this extraordinary day. Their generosity
of time and spirit were tremendous.

Thanks too to all of the families who supported
their children’s participation, baked cookies, filled in
the missing pieces in the orchestras and attended the
event. Thanks to Sara’s husband, Ron for baking
cookies and helping in the kitchen and to Linda Jones
for donating two raffle baskets. And, last but not least,
a million thanks to Anita Mascoli who coordinated all
of the food preparation and spent hours preparing and
serving the delicious scones, shepherd’s pies, and
corned beef sandwiches. Her catering expertise and
calm in the eye of a storm were priceless!

So, in closing, I would like to thank, once again,
the whole Arlington Community Church community
for their enthusiastic support for an event that has been
the most successful fundraiser EVER for Child Shelter
International. I thank you from the bottom of my
heart.

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME

\*\ Jan Kosel
Our annual pilgrimage to the Oakland
Coliseum will be Saturday night, June 16
Q at 6:05 p.m. to watch the Oakland A's
= and the world champion St. Louis
Cardinals. Tickets are $22 each and can be reserved

by contacting Jan Kosel at 524-9761.

WOMEN'S GROUP:

Our speaker will be Rachel Tufunga,

physical trainer, speaking on fitness,

nutrition and health at all ages, and
demonstrating strength building exercises for ALL of
us. Rachel is a friendly, supportive teacher who is a
delight to know. Wear comfortable clothing, bring a
friend, and enjoy the evening!



(zod UCC COMING EVENTS
is still
speaking,

You are invited and encouraged to attend
the Spring Meeting of the Bay Association
of the United Church of Christ (NCNC-UCC)
to be held at Vallejo UCC,

Sunday, April 22, 2007
Registration opens at 4:30 p.m.
Quorum check & business program: 5:00-5:15
Dinner 5:15 p.m.
Program for the evening at 6:15pm.

The program for the Spring meeting is
on the Death Penalty

Don’t miss this Presentation!

This event is hosted by all 4 Solano County
Bay Association congregations:
Amistad Vacaville,
Suisun-Fairfield UCC & Ist Samoan,
Community Congregational UCC Benicia,
and the Vallejo UCC

Register TODAY,
registration due by Monday April 16th

Cost: $15.00 (includes meal, childcare,
ASL Interpretation)

Persons In-Care with a Bay Association
congregation as well as the pastor plus

representatives from each church in care are our

guests and attend for free.

Childcare, ASL interpretation, and shuttle from
BART available if requested in advance.

Reservations required!
Please contact Marian Conning,
at mconning@pacbell.net or by
phone at (707)448-5415 by April 16, 2007.

(Your RSVP is your promise to pay. We buy and prepare

food whether you come or not.
Your payment keeps our expenses down. Thank you.)

Registration Page:
www.bayassociation.org/html/spring meeting.html

Registration Word Form:

www.bayassociation.org/assets/2007 spring meeting reg

flyer.doc.html

CHECK OUT OTHER BAY ASSOCIATION

EVENTS!

Easter Sunrise Service

You and members of your faith community are
invited to join us for our annual Easter morning
sunrise service, at Skyline Community Church

in Oakland ,

Easter Sunday, April 8th at 6 am!

Our address is

12540 Skyline Boulevard, Oakland, CA 94619

Bay Association Spring Meeting
April 22 in Vallejo

NCNC UCC - ANNUAL MEETING 2007
MAY 17-20,2007, ASILOMAR

Installation service
Reverend Laurie Manning
at Skyline Community Church
Sunday, June 3rd

(Trinity Sunday) at 4pm

Bay Association Ecclesiastical Council
tentatively scheduled for Saturday, June 9.

YOU’RE INVITED TO A TEN DAY RETREAT
IN MEXICO CITY AND CUERNAVACA

JuLy 7-16, 2007

CosT approx. $1200

Hope to see you there!

For more information, call either

Rev. Lynda Burris (707/894-2039; )

or Rev. Drew Nettinga (510/862-1136;).

Bay Association Ecclesiastical Council
tentatively scheduled for
Saturday, October 13



ACC Calendar - April 2007

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
PALM SUNDAY 7:45 PM Bell Choir 7:00 AM Prayer Group 12:00 PM SOUPer Bible MAUNDY THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY
8:45 AM Adult Study(CE) | Rehearse (Kelleys) Study 9:00 AM Senior Center |3:00 PM Meditation
8:45 AM Choir Warm-up 3:45 PM Children Choir I |3:45 PM Children Choir | (SH) 7:00 PM Good Friday
10:00 AM Worship II 5:30 PM Youth Concert
5:00 PM *Yoga (SH) Acting/Dance
7:30 PM *Folk Dancing |7:00 PM Maundy Thurs.
7:30 PM Choir Rehearse | Service
8:00 PM Rutter 7:30 PM Ballroom &
Rehearsal Circle Dance
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
EASTER SUNDAY 7:00 PM Deacon's Meet |7:00 AM Prayer Group 10:30 AM Staff Meeting |9:00 AM Senior Center |8:00 PM Mini Concert
6:00 AM Sunrise Service |7:45 PM Bell Choir (Kelleys) 3:45 PM Children Choir | (SH)
8:45 AM Adult Study(CE) | Rehearse 10:30 AM Duplic. Bridge |II 5:30 PM Youth
8:45 AM Choir Warm-up 3:45 PM Children Choir I |5:00 PM *Yoga (SH) Acting/Dance
10:00 AM Worship 7:30 PM Church 7:30 PM *Folk Dancing |6:30 PM Women's
Council(FR) 7:30 PM Choir Rehearse |Potluck & Program(SH)
7:30 PM Ballroom &
Circle Dance
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
8:45 AM Adult Study(CE) | 7:45 PM Bell Choir SOUPER CENTER PARISHSCOPE 9:00 AM Senior Center
8:45 AM Choir Warm-up |Rehearse 7:00 AM Prayer Group | 3:45 PM Children Choir | (SH)
10:00 AM Worship (Kelleys) II 5:30 PM Youth
3:45 PM Children Choir I |5:00 PM *Yoga (SH) Acting/Dance
7:30 PM *Folk Dancing | 7:30 PM Ballroom &
7:30 PM Choir Rehearse | Circle Dance
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:45 AM Adult Study(CE) | 7:45 PM Bell Choir 7:00 AM Prayer Group 10:30 AM Staff Meeting [9:00 AM Senior Center |6:00 PM Bridge Potluck
8:45 AM Choir Warm-up |Rehearse (Kelleys) 3:45 PM Children Choir | (SH) & Play(SH)
10:00 AM Worship 3:45 PM Children Choir I |II 5:30 PM Youth
11:30 AM Missions 7:00 PM Trustees 5:00 PM *Yoga (SH) Acting/Dance
7:30 PM *Folk Dancing | 7:30 PM Ballroom &
7:30 PM Choir Rehearse | Circle Dance

29
8:45 AM Adult Study(CE)
8:45 AM Choir Warm-up
10:00 AM Worship

30

7:45 PM Bell Choir
Rehearse
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SUNDAY, April1 | SUNDAY, April8 | SUNDAY, April 15 | SUNDAY, April 22 | SUNDAY, April 29
Palm Sunday Easter
8:45am - Adult Study 6:00am — Sunrise 8:45am - Adult Study | 8:45am - Adult Study | 8:45am - Adult Study
10:00am - Worship Service 10:00am - Worship 10:00am — Worship 10:00am — Worship

Felicity Wright &
Michael Mansfield

6:00pm — Music &
Meditation

8:45am - Adult Study
10:00am — Worship

Felicity Wright
preaching

Felicity Wright
preaching

Michael Mansfield
preaching

Taizé

***THE NEXT DEADLINE IS APRIL 18°" FOR PUBLICATION IN THE APRIL 24™ ISSUE***
[Send Parishscope email to: pat@patricia-mclaughlin.net]

Thursday, April 5
Friday, April 6
Sunday, April 8
Sunday, April 8
Thursday, April 12
Friday, April 13
Tuesday, April 17
Friday, April 27

SPECIAL EVENTS
7:00pm
3:00pm
6:00am
10:30pm
6:30pm
8:00pm
10:00am
6:00pm

Maundy Thursday Service
Sanctuary Open for Meditation
Sunrise Easter Service

Traditional Easter Service
Women's Group - Rachel Tufunga
Mini Concert — Backboard Pickers
Souper Center
Bridge potluck and play




