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ZZ We are half way through Lent.
Our worship planning group
/ chose a Lenten theme of
un “yearning for transformation,”
@’\’ acknowledging our search for
)

clarity and nourishment. We want
to know in our hearts that we are walking in the right
direction in our search for God. @We want to
experience the radical love that fills our spirits and
opens our psyches to the glorious creation that
surrounds us. We want to honor God’s love for us by
sharing God’s blessings with other pilgrims on the
path. We want our spirits to soar like those who met
Jesus for the first time.

Sometimes living faithfully feels relatively easy.
Mostly, though, it is challenging in the extreme. Our
Lenten theme of “yearning for transformation” and our
time for walking meditation before and after worship
are designed to help us reconnect with the source of
the Holy. We want to be mindful about what we put
into our bodies and our spirits, feasting on what is
important (God’s love) and fasting from negative
thoughts and material distractions.

But it’s not easy, and we need all the help we can
get. And so, I invite you to join us in our Wednesday
afternoon book study group, as we learn about the
amazing grace of the Amish, especially in their
yearnings for transformation through ongoing acts of
forgiveness. How is it that they can forgive those who
have killed and maimed their children, while most of
us cannot?

On Thursday nights, we explore the intersections
and disputes between Christianity, Judaism, and Islam.
What is “right” or “wrong” about this or that faith? In
our country, we are in the midst of the political
campaign, with serious disagreements over the role of
government, the use of precious financial and human
resources, and how to balance democratic ideals of
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personal freedom with national security. Abroad, we
are beset with conflict and war. Closer to home, some
of us are expressing dissatisfaction about worship and
leadership. What is “right” or “wrong” about what we
do, or don’t do? We say that we search for truth, and
yet conflict over what is or is not true seems to be at
the very heart of our human DNA.

Rather than be upset about it, we need to remember
that conflict lies is the springboard to growth, as we
challenge each other’s assumptions and together find
greater clarity. A wise teacher once said “conflict is
just two different ideas in the same place at the same
time” — noting that the dangerous fallout comes with
our approach to conflict, not the act or facts of conflict
itself. The honest expression of different viewpoints
and assumptions is the first step in opening ourselves
to something new. When we can discuss our
differences openly, honestly and with humility, then
conflict will bring us closer to the truth. In short, well-
managed conflict can be a critical element in our
transformation.

The great Jewish poet, Yehuda Amichai, said this
far better than I:

From the place where we are right
Flowers will never grow
In the spring.

The place where we are right
Is hard and trampled
Like a yard.

But doubts and loves
Dig up the world
Like a mole, a plough.

And a whisper will be heard in the place
Where the ruined
House once stood.



Lent is a time to share our doubts and loves and
watch the flowers that will grow in the spring. May
you find many blessings to nourish your spirits, and
many bouquets to share with those you love (and those
you want to learn to love.)
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The Deacons invite you to

participate in a series of spectrum
discussions on the first Sunday of each month, where
we will explore the different components of worship
and seek to gain clarity about how we as a
congregation go about praising God and finding
spiritual sustenance. For example, some of us want
more consistency; some of us want more variety.
Some of us like the passing of the peace, while others
find it disruptive to the flow.

In our first Spectrum last month, we discussed the
findings of Marcia McFee, noting that there are four
worship “types”, each of which likes a different style
and music type:

1.I' “Thrusters” who like action and energy and

decisiveness

2.!' “Shapers” who like stability, clarity, and
repetition

3.1 “Swingers” who like variety, creativity, and
interactivity

4.! “Hangers” who like quiet and are willing to go
with the flow

Each of these “primal patterns” offer gifts for
worship — and each one, when done to excess, can
cause problems. Typically, a church gets into ruts
where it emphasizes one type over the others. The best
worship is that which has elements to satisfy each of
the four types — but that is more easily accomplished in
theory than it is in practice.

Please join us after worship on March 2 and April
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Historically, Easter is the most

important day in the Christian church. For the early
Christians who struggled between their loving Jesus on
the one hand and fearing persecution on the other,
Easter meant both the resurrection of Jesus and the day
when newcomers were baptized and admitted into the
church for the first time. Prior to Easter, they studied
with a few learned teachers, unable to worship with the
others. After two years of rigorous examination, they
were baptized at daybreak and then led in to the church
on Easter morning, where they met the other Christians
for the first time.

The need for study and secrecy made sense,
because professing belief in Jesus was equivalent to
giving oneself a death sentence. Another reason for
the secrecy and the two-year study period was because
the church was worried that informants might alert
authorities to the hidden Christians in their midst.

Fortunately, there is no persecution of Christians in
our community, and we make it a lot easier to become
a member of Arlington Community Church! If you or
one or your children would like to be baptized or
become a member, Easter is a great day for this to
happen. Of course, this is not a decision to be made
lightly, and so we would love to discuss baptism or
membership without any pressure. If there is
widespread interest, we can arrange an informal get-
together at Felicity’s house on March 8 or 9 (or
another time of your choosing).

Please talk to Felicity or one of the Deacons if you
would like to discuss this further.
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Artist and ordained Presbyterian
pastor, Tim Mooney, will lead us in a
workshop on Saturday April 5, 2 to 5
pm!

This fun half day will be a combination of
interaction, use of imagination, lecture, engagement in
some creative activity and reflection. Tim points out
that we have 5 senses, and a 6th intuitive and spiritual
sense but we tend to incorporate only a few senses in
worship: spoken and sung word. "It's like we have a

full keyboard but only use 10 of the white keys and
two of the black keys. Why not use the whole
keyboard?" Through his skill as an artist Tim will help
us explore how worship can include a wide range of
experiences to connect us to God.

This will be a great opportunity to expand our ideas
on worship and it is made possible though our Worship
Renewal Grant. We are able to offer this great day for
free!

Please let us know how many can attend. For more
information please contact Trisha Oldenkamp (925)
372 6947 or toldenkamp@aol.com .
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1 &ED
Christian Spirit and the Arts
February 28 , March 6

available at the Church office.
For more information, contact:
Michael Mansfield 673-5150 jeangarcon(@aol.com
Shanti Moorjani 843-7745 leslieshanti@yahoo.com
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Arlington Community Church
52 Arlington Avenue
Kensington, CA 94707

Phone 526-9146
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(Sara Laferte)

Arlington Church is having a
garage sale on Saturday, April
26, from 10 am. to 3 p.m.
While you are going about your
spring cleaning tasks, we hope
you will begin making a pile of items to donate to the
sale. We don’t plan to sell clothing, but household
items, objets d’art, books, records, jewelry, and toys
and games in good condition are all welcome. Please
bring them, already priced, to the church during the
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March 20 "Maundy/Holy/Great/Sheer Thursday"
Christian Potluck Celebration for All 6:15 - 7:45
March 27 -- --- No Gathering -- WCCUSD Spring
Break

Buddhist Spirit and the Arts

April 3, April 10,April 17

April 24 Buddhist Potluck Celebration for All 6:15 -
8:00

Hindu Spirit and the Arts

May 1, May 8
May 15 -- No Gathering -- WCCUSD Open House
May 22

May 29 Hindu Potluck Celebration for All 6:15 - 7:45
Summer

August 11-15 (16), 2008

3rd Annual Peace Child Summer Arts Camp
Dancing, Acting, Art, Music, Puppets, and More
One-Week Musical Theater Production Based on
Themes of Peace and Kindness

Monday through Friday -- 9-1 each day with a
culminating show at 7 PM on Friday

(and maybe again on Saturday based on need).
Morning snack and lunch included.

Artist Instructors:

Lisa Klein (Visual Art and Puppets)

Michael Mansfield (Acting and Dancing)

Shanti Moorjani (Singing and Music)

$125 for the Week. Applications and information

A couple of people have asked me how to
determine what the price of their items should be. For
ordinary items (like Corning ware casseroles, for
example), [ would suggest keeping the price on the low
side, maybe under $5. For unusual items, like old
silver or table linen, I have looked for similar items on
EBay to see what they are selling for. If you would
like me to check something on EBay for you, just let
me know. We have price stickers and string tags for
people who need them. They’re available in the Social
Hall after worship.

Would you be willing to make a couple of posters
advertising our garage sale? Please let me know.
We’ll also need several large signs that we can put on
the sidewalk or on telephone poles on the day of the
sale.

On Friday April 25" and Saturday April 26", we’ll
need lots of help. I am looking for 3 or 4 printing
calculators (so we can generate sales slips) and people
to operate them. We’re looking for someone who
would like to organize and oversee jewelry donations
(personally, I can’t tell faux from fine.). We’ll need
people to talk to shoppers and keep the tables tidy, and
we'll need people to be available as needed to run
errands, etc. Please let us know if you are able to take
on any of these jobs. We’ll also have sign-up sheets
available at church in April.

Sara Laferte, Vi Gallardo, Betty Eyges
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(Ruth Robinson)
March 13 -- Wear green to the joint Men’s and
Women’s Fellowship St. Patrick’s Day Corned Beef
and Cabbage Dinner.
April 10 — Life’s Challenges. We’ll begin a 3-month
series on this topic. Let’s face it — some challenges are
unwelcome and uninvited, some are surprising and
pleasing. But, ready or not, as long as we’re on this
planet, we’ll be “blessed” with life’s challenges.
April — Looking at Life’s Challenges. This will be an
interactive, and perhaps even entertaining, journey
with one of your own challenges. Visual expressions
will happen — and it only requires using your eyes and
mind.
May 8 — Listening to Life’s Challenges. We’ll find a
way to express a personal challenge using written
metaphors. No ‘writing’ involved, metaphors will be
supplied. You get to pick something that speaks to
you.
June 12 -- Seeing Someone Else’s Life Challenge
through video — We’ll enjoy the video, which is an
autobiography of Neil Simon’s childhood, called “Lost
in Yonkers”. Neil Simon's Lost in Yonkers is the film
adaptation of Neil Simon's Tony Award-winning
Broadway play. Simon's screenplay, set in 1942
Yonkers, New York, is a human comedy about two
young brothers, Jay and Arty (Brad Stoll and Mike
Damus), who are forced by circumstances to live with
their austere and demanding grandmother (Irene
Worth), their loving, high-spirited, and childlike Aunt
Bella (Mercedes Ruehl), and their tough-talking
gangster Uncle Louie (Richard Dreyfuss). While
firmly anchored in time and place, the film's strength
lies in its larger view of how human differences, pain
and lots of humor go into the making of a family. It's
an ageless and universal theme which Neil Simon
pursued with great dramatic insight to win a Pulitzer
Prize.
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Since there is a Mini-Concert on our
Regular Bridge Night, we will meet
on Saturday night, March 29" at
6:00pm.

+&. #20$#!") - 1+ - %~ W

+ # 2(0 #Q
(Ron Yourd)

Thursday, March 13™ will be our ‘| %!
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2899>@ cosponsored by both the ACC Men's and
Women's fellowship groups. All members and friends
of the church are warmly invited; please call the
church office and let us know how many will be
coming with you so we can plan on enough food!

Our social hour gathering will start at 6:15 with
snacks, beer, wine, soft drinks and fruit juice. We will
be serving our traditional Corned Beef and Cabbage
dinner at 7pm, and at 8pm our own $EG3M4 @R\H>
will be presenting a special program for us. As you
know Larry is a fascinating guy with wonderful
experiences, and his topic will be “Experimental
Theater as a Tabernacle...New York Theater in the
60’s.” We are all looking forward to this special
entertaining and exciting evening together!

The cost of the dinner will be approximately $7
depending on how many folks attend. Please call the
office by Wednesday March 12™ and add your names
to the list. And feel free to invite your friends to come
enjoy this evening with us. We promise excellent food
and outstanding fellowship.

N0/ 1. (-1)*31 ($4!

Please join us on Thursday, February
28" 2008 at 6:00 pm for the second
meeting of the Harmony Walk to End
Hunger Committee. The meeting will be
held in the Conference Room at St.
John’s Catholic Church 11150 San Pablo
Ave. in El Cerrito, CA 94530. Go to the back of the
church on Kearney Street. Come through the gate and
look for the Conference Room near the church on the
left.

The 22™ Harmony Walk to End Hunger will be
held on October llth, 2008 at 9 am. As you are aware,
there are many Walks held by many groups around the
Bay Area. We want to make our 2008 Harmony Walk
for Hunger bigger and better than the 21 Walks that we
have had together. To that end, we will continue our
work planning the 2008 Harmony Walk to End
Hunger.

I am excited about our past and future efforts. I
look forward to seeing you on February 28™. Please
RSVP to Toni Lawrence, Executive Assistance (510)
233-2141, ext. 303.

Sincerely,
Arthur J. Hatchett, Executive Director
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6:15pm Potluck supper and
celebration of Maundy
Thursday as part of the Spirit
and the Arts, an interfaith arts
and drama program for children aged 7-14, and The
Faith Club discussion group for adults. Arlington
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave.,
Kensington Call 526-9146 for more information.
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(Glenna Seely)
The following article was written by
Glenna Seely and was to be printed in

/
@\’ the December Parishscope. Due to
an oversight, the story was not printed

then, but is being printed now. As you ponder this
beautiful Christmas story, may the joy of Christmas
return and give strength for the journey through Lent
towards the pain of the cross and the celebration of the
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the sanctuary will be open for meditation at
Arlington Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave.,
Kensington Call 526-9146 for more information.

o! "G8=EMW!1EGC7!ITW!E?IPQJJHF"@ @=!"G8=Ef#lcbration.

&@9C>E&aturing Palestina’s Mass of Pope
Marcellus with early music group, Vox Flores.
This concert is free. Arlington Community
Church, 52 Arlington Ave., Kensington Call 526-
9146 for more information.
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#E<?>G!"><?8]ED!&>B@@Hhe Arlington
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave.,
Kensington Call 526-9146 for more information.

ol "G8=EMW!I1EGC®tIK30pm there will be a Mini
Concert featuring /n Boca al Lupo, an early music
chorus with instruments, performing Renaissance
and English music, directed by Shira Kammen.
Arlington Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave.,
Kensington, (510) 526-9146 Tickets are $15.00,
$12.00 for seniors and $5.00 for children.
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(Jim Young)

Selected Thursdays at 7:30 pm
Michael Mansfield, an excellent
, teacher, has suggested pursuing the

J{ different dances in the order listed. At
the same time he notes his flexibility to
do what the group wants to do.
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Please let us know if you are committed to try and
make it work as a core group. We know that everyone
will not be able to make it all the time. We also hope
you will circulate this to your friends as we would like
to get 10 couples showing all the time.

Feb 21, 28, March 6 - Tango & Rumba
April 3, 10, 17 - Waltz & Cha Cha
May 1, 8, 15, 22 - Foxtrot & Quickstep

$20/couple/session + "pass the hat" for the church
social hall. RSVP: Jim & Linda Young 235-8443

I was busy readying for Christmas that December
20, 1956. My mood was reflecting on the Holy
Season. A child’s birth, a time of hope, joy,
The phone ringing broke into my
thoughts. When I answered, I heard a delighted voice
say, “Your daughter has been born. Would you like to
meet her tomorrow? She was born on Thanksgiving
Day. The baby so matched your family that we went
ahead on our list to you.”

The words were hard to believe. My heart began to
dance with excitement and anticipation as tears filled
my eyes. When I hung up the phone, my mind began
to race — our child wasn’t supposed to come until June.
We have no clothes — there is no crib! David, my
husband, must be told he is to become a Father
overnight. An adopted Father at Christmas — not
unlike Joseph — and a startled one, too. What a
wonderful time for a baby. Christmas!

That night we traveled many miles bringing home
the needed gifts for our new little one. On one large
store window was written, “Joy to the World.” At that
sight, our daughter was named Lisa Joy. Our hearts
wanted to shut to all — “Joy to the world, our child is
born!”

The five years of waiting had been long and at last
God had gifted us with this child — born to be ours.
Thank you. Praise God was our prayer that December
night as we busily prepared for her homecoming.
What an indescribable feeling — having my daughter
placed in my arms and bringing home our beautiful
first born the next day. Lisa Joy, adored by all and
adding such joy to our world.

Many blessed Christmas days have now come and
gone, but she remains our greatest Christmas gift
remembered, and when we sing “Joy to the World” we
rejoice for two births that touched our lives at the Holy
Season.......
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Judy Sam, Director
The Read-Aloud Volunteer Program
o is a 12 year old local nonprofit which
pairs volunteer adult readers with
students in the West Contra Costa Unified School
District for time together to read for pleasure. Our
mission is to bring the joys of books and reading to
children who might not have this kind of exposure or
experience otherwise. We work with Title One
elementary schools at which over 75% of the students
are eligible for subsidized breakfasts and lunch; at
schools where there isn't as much outside support
present as in more affluent areas of the district. We
serve five elementary schools at present: Stege,
Coronado, Chavez, Dover, and Washington. Each
school has a coordinator present at all times during the
sessions, which run Mon-Thurs. Every school has
choices of different days of the week and different
hours from which volunteers may choose as their
scheduled reading time for the year. The only
requirements for readers are a love of children and
books, but they must also have a current TB test and be
fingerprinted (requirements of district; we provide
fingerprinting thru San Pablo Police Dept, who give
the service to us gratis.

Our volunteers commit to giving one hour a week,
for approximately 28 weeks of the school year. We
typically begin sessions in late Sept.-early Oct., and
finish at the beginning of May. Volunteers read with
kindergarten to second grade students who are chosen
by their teachers as being most likely to benefit from
the relationship with a caring adult who comes to read
to them once a week for a half hour. Each adult, then,
reads to the same two children for 1/2 hour each, for
one hour a week, during the school day. Each student
has an individual binder with varied books inside at
every session and the volunteers mark titles and
favorites each time so coordinators can keep track of
books read and particular favorites/reading level of the
students/other useful comments. Every other week,
each student chooses a book from his/her binder to
take home and keep on Gift Book Days. Generally,
each student in the program has about a dozen new,
high quality books to start a home library by the end of
our sessions.

We have an orientation meeting in mid-September
each Fall, and can also train on site. We also have
substitute readers who fill in if regular readers are ill or
traveling. A volunteer can commit to either or both of
these categories.

Our basic message is love---our volunteers become
true friends to these children and can make a positive
difference in their lives and perspectives of the world.
Students typically leave in Spring with enhanced self-
esteem, more focus, better ability to participate in
groups in class, an enhanced grasp of the English
language, and the knowledge that there are people who
feel they are worth spending time with.

Summary:

o! 12 yr old nonprofit, founded by a retired Education
Professor--Dr. Marilyn Louise Nye, who passed
away in 1999

e! Places volunteers in schools in disadvantaged areas
of district to read one on one to k-2nd grade
students

o/ Teachers enroll the students from their classes who
they think will most benefit, for a variety of
reasons.

¢! One hour per week is asked, more time can be
given as sub or reader at more sessions

o/ Two free books per month for each child

o! Five Schools, choices of days/times available.
Substitute readers avail. if needed

o/ TB test and fingerprinting needed to register as
volunteer

Thanks for giving me the chance to share this

opportunity with your congregants!
, )A# <\ o1 /-y~ ]

i 2#I(- L HF Y [ # #- (5

(""(%+NED@!(D?@!.>ED?7!&EG>!+M<?>F!

!
(1$# w1t 1 o[ # - (2

Dear Church Members:

I wish to extend my personal thanks to you for
the recent donation to our Veterans at the VA Palo
Alto Health Care System. Our veterans appreciate your
thoughtfulness and generosity.

The donation of S775.00 was deposited into the
MP General Purpose Vets Account #2275. The money
has been earmarked for the Women's Trauma and
Recovery program and all the money will go directly
to the patients in that building. This donation helps
make it possible for us to maintain the high quality of
care we give to our veterans.

On behalf of the health care system staff and
myself, I thank you for caring about our Nation's
veterans.

Sincerely yours,
William Ball, Chief Voluntary Services
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Called to order by Ruth Robinson
and Elena Caruthers, co-chairs of

the council.

o! Felicity led us in prayer.

e! Annual reports of boards and copies of proposed
budgets were distributed.

e/ Minutes of the January 2007 meeting were
approved as they appeared in the February 2007
Parishscope.

o! Kay Ligon presented the clerk’s report. (Included
in annual reports.)

o! Jan Kosel commented that there are funds available
for the trustees from the endowment trustees for
anticipated large expenditures this year.

o! John Grosvenor presented the Deacon’s Report.

o/ Randy Laferte presented the proposed budget.

Finances are in good shape. They are almost
$10,000 in the black due to pledges. The schools keep
us in operating expenses. Total expenses lower than
expected. Christian Commitment will be under
council. Michael’s salary is paid through June by the
endowment trustees. Trustees need to build up
maintenance reserve. Council budget is up because of
salaries and a possible publicity person.

Comments and questions about the budget: Jan

Kosel raised a question about Shanti’s salary. Shanti

stated that she was satisfied because of income from

the mini concerts. Shanti was thanked for her many
contributions. Jan Kosel questioned that the county
taxes were down. This is because of our different uses
of our space.

Jim Young moved to adopt the budget as
presented. Seconded by Ken Jones. Motion passed.

Randy was thanked profusely for his many
hours.

o Ruth Robinson presented the nominations slate.

1.! The new co-chairs are Elena Caruthers and Jill
Bryans.

2.! Financial Secretary is Carol Lloyd.

3.! Christian Ed has no chair at the moment as
Allan Essex is stepping down.

4.! Deacons added Margaret Kornfeld. Allan
Gardiner asked for help for the Deacons on
Sunday services.

5.! Trustees added no new names, but need
volunteers for custodial services during Clyde’s
summer vacation.

6.! Board of Missions and Social Justice called for
a volunteer for a member at large for the
council. Larry Kornfeld volunteered.

7.! Endowment Trustees lost track of the terms of
their members.

8.! Kay Ligon moved to accept the slate with
additions. It was seconded and passed.

o! For the Good of the Church
1.!' Allan Essex expressed concern about board

chairs attendance at council. The need for a
Christian Ed chair shows a major lack at
present.

2.! David Hertzer thinks we should look seriously
at church growth.

3.I They gave a special award to Ruth Robinson. A
gift from Elena and the church is a book to help
with knitting and how to count cross stitches.

o! Jill Bryans and Elena Caruthers were installed as
new co-moderators.

o! Closed with hymn #261 and a prayer by Allan
Gardiner. Allan was thanked for his work with the
sound system.

o/ Adjourned at 11:47am.

Scribe, Kay Ligon
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1 Bill Wright
' I’'m writing to let you know that one of

your helpful neighbors, Carolyn Miller

Carlstroem, has just started an online site so that we
can connect about all things Kensington. As Carolyn
says, you can, “share news and information, get and
give recommendations, exchange ideas for improving
our community and be connected to your neighbors.”

On the home front you may be looking for a
handyperson or electrician. For your family you may
need a tailor, a babysitter, a piano teacher or caterer.
On the civic front you may be looking for volunteers
for a community project, or your may want share your
thoughts about a pending development. For yourself
you may be looking for a workout buddy, a tennis
partner, or a drummer for your band. But please do not
use the site for commercial purposes.

You can sign up for free at:

http://groups.google.com/group/kensingtontips
This is not being sponsored or run by the Kensington
Community Services District, or any of the other K
groups. It’ll be by Kensington residents for
Kensington residents. And many thanks to Carolyn
Miller Carlstroem for doing this.
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Bucci's and Cesar C Sm

restaurants have joined
together to help "The Big Easy."
As Chef Maggie Pond and friends offer

a culinary tour of New Orleans, come learn
510 5474728 about The City We Must Never Forget.

www.buccis.com

www.barcesar.com

All proceeds
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Orleans Seating is limited so call now!
rebuilding $

efforts.
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ACC Calendar - March 2008!
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United Church of Christ PAID!
952 Arlington Avenue &3'4)*1 "#01567!
Kensington CA 94707 83'93:3; 4=>!
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8:45am - Adult Study | 8:45am - Adult Study | 8:45am - Adult Study | 8:45am - Adult Study | 8:45am - Adult Study
10:00am — Worship 10:00am - Worship 10:00am — Worship 10:00am - Worship 10:00am - Worship

Felicity Wright Jeff Munnis Felicity Wright Felicity Wright Michael Mansfield
Preaching Preaching Michael Mansfield Preaching Preaching
11:30am-Spectrum Preaching
on Worship
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[Send Parishscope email to: pat@patricia-mclaughlin.net]
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